Minnesota Department of Agriculture — Do Not Circulate

E. coli 0157 Cluster — Fond du Lac Reservation
(July 2014)

Investigation Summary

On 7/21/14, the Minnesota Department of Health {MDH) notified the Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) of a series of illnesses among residents of the Fond du Lac Reservation. Tribal leaders were
conducting the investigation with the assistance of MDH. Many of the suspected cases attended a variety
of events taking place in mid-July. A catering company, “Jim-N-Jo’s Katering” based out of Cloquet, was a
suspected exposure, as the company catered the majority of events taking place around the time period
of interest.

By 7/25/14, MDH had verified that 15 cases were confirmed with E. coli 0157:H7 (PFGE patterns
MN1393 and WA1). After interviewing about 130 attendees of the Elder Picnic on 7/11/14, the
epidemiological data indicated that potato salad was a significant exposure at the picnic. However, some
cases did not attend the Elder Picnic, but did attend a wedding on 7/12/14 where potato salad was not
served. One common food item between the Elder Picnic and the wedding was celery (cut up in the
potato salad, but also served on a vegetable tray at the wedding). The caterer had leftover food items that
were collected and tested at the MDA lab. The potato salad was confirmed positive for E. coli O157:H7,
but the remaining celery stalks not used in the potato salad were “not found” for the pathogen. The E. coli
recovered from the potato salad was also confirmed to match the cases by PFGE.

MDH obtained invoices from the caterer; he ordered all fresh produce from Upper Lakes Foods, Inc.
(ULF), also based out of Cloquet. The caterer had ordered a case of celery on 6/25/14 and received it on
6/27/14. On 8/1/14, MDA RRT reached out to ULF to gather source information for the celery. ULF sent
bills of lading (BOLs) from ProAct, Inc. and Mann Packing Co. On 8/5/14, MDH also shared that there
was a confirmed, matching case in Indiana. Indiana interviewed the case, though celery did not come up
in the food history.

ProAct worked with Mann Packing to identify the field of interest. The celery (“Celery 24 CT SS”) was
traced back to Martignoni Ranch block 5c in the Salinas Valley. MDA-RRT notified the California Dept. of
Public Health (CDPH) of the outbreak and traceback. CDPH was able to confirm the location of the ranch
and field, which is located north of Gonzales, CA. Investigators with CA and FDA visited the field on
8/13/14, but did not identify any cross-contamination issues. Water and soil samples were collected for
E. coli testing, but all were “not found” for the pathogen. The investigation was closed.
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Case Summary -

The total case count is 63. 27 of those cases were laboratory confirmed.

Narrative Update — 7/21/14 — A. Sorenson

MDH notified MDA of a series of illnesses among residents of the Fond du Lac Reservation. The tribal
leaders are conducting the investigation with the assistance of MDH. Many of the suspected cases
attended a variety of events taking place in mid-July. A pow-wow, elder picnic, and wedding are all events
mentioned. No cases have been laboratory confirmed, so the pathogen is still unknown, but E. coli is
suspected given reported symptoms.

One caterer is a suspected source of iliness, as he catered the majority of events taking place around the
time period of interest. His catering company is called “Jim-N-Jo’s Katering” and is based out of the
University of Minnesota Forestry Center in Cloquet, MN. He still has some leftover food items, including
melon, strawberries, and potato salad.

The area inspector, Lynnae Howe, was contacted and will be picking up samples of leftover food items
the caterer has available for testing.

Narrative Update — 7/22/14 — A. Sorenson

All samples were set up at the MDA laboratory using the FDA STEC/EHEC method.

Narrative Update — 7/24/14 — A. Sorenson

The lab has confirmed that the potato salad is presumptive for STEC with both stx1 and stx2 PCR
markers present. All other foods tested (honeydew, pineapple, cantaloupe, strawberries) collected appear
to be negative.

Narrative Update — 7/25/14 — A. Sorenson

MDH met with MDA a second time to discuss updates to the investigation and next steps with the
presumptive positive potato salad. MDH has verified that at least 15 cases have been confirmed with E.
coli 0157, but MDH suspects this number will continue to rise. After interviewing around 130 attendees of
the Elder Picnic on 7/11/14, the epidemiological data has indicated that potato salad was a significant
exposure at the picnic. However, some cases did not attend the Elder Picnic, but they did attend a
wedding on 7/12/14 where potato salad was not served. One common food item between the Elder Clinic
and the wedding was celery (cut up in the potato salad, but also served on a vegetable tray at the
wedding). The potato salad was made from scratch, but Mrs. Gerry’s potato salad, a commercial pre-
made brand, was also cut in. The homemade potato salad contained potatoes, celery, onion, commercial
hard boiled eggs, mayonnaise, mustard, dill, sugar, pickle juice, vinegar, salt, and pepper. Given the
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epidemiological data and inspection of the caterer, cross-contamination is not a strong suspect.
Hamburger has been ruled out, as it was kept frozen and separate from any fresh produce.

The caterer was contacted and still has some of the same celery used for both the potato salad and the
vegetable plate. MDA contacted the area inspector again to schedule the collection of the celery from the
caterer for testing. Celery will be collected and submitted to the lab on Monday.

MDH was able to obtain invoices from the caterer, and he appears to order all fresh produce from Upper
Lakes Foods, Inc. (ULF). The celery on the invoice of interest is labeled as "ProAct”, which is a large
distributor of fresh produce in both the US and Canada. The caterer had started ordering celery by case
on 6/27/14.

Narrative Update — 7/26/14 — A. Sorenson

The MDA Microbiology Laboratory has notified RRT that E. coli O157:H7 was confirmed in every potato
salad subsample.

Narrative Update — 7/28/14 — A. Sorenson

The area inspector returned to the caterer to collect all leftover items used in the potato salad, which
included celery and chopped onions. The celery is of greatest interest.

Narrative Update — 7/30/14 — A. Sorenson

The celery and onions were confirmed “not found” for STEC.

Narrative Update — 8/1/14 — A. Sorenson

MDA RRT reached out to ULF to gather source information for the celery. ULF sent BOLs from ProAct
and Mann Packing.

Narrative Update — 8/5/14 — A. Sorenson

The PFGE patterns identified in the outbreak were confirmed to be MN1393 and WA1. MDH also shared
that there is a confirmed, matching case in Indiana. Indiana has interviewed the case, though celery did
not come up in the food history.

Tim Lynch with ProAct worked with Mann Packing to identify the field of interest. The celery (“Celery CT
S§S”) was traced back to Martignoni Ranch block 5c¢ in the Salinas Valley.

MDA-RRT notified the California Dept. of Public Health (CDPH) of the outbreak and traceback. FDA was
also notified for situational awareness.

Narrative Update — 8/6/14 — A. Sorenson

Michael Needham and the CDPH are contacting Mann Packing to identify the specific location of the field
“Martignoni 5¢” and will share the information with MDA.

Narrative Update — 8/8/14 — A. Sorenson

CDPH confirmed the location of the field. The ranch is located north of Gonzales, CA in the Salinas
Valley. The implicated field is adjacent to a diary operation. CDPH will be conducting a field investigation
next week.
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Narrative Update — 8/11/14 — A. Sorenson

CDPH notified MDA that CalFERT will be completing an inspection at the implicated celery field north of
Gonzales on Wednesday 8/13/14.

Narrative Update — 8/74/14 — A. Sorenson
Email update from CDPH:

Investigators with California and FDA completed a farm investigation yesterday in Gonzales, CA. The
implicated field (Martignoni 5C) was owned by Costa Farms and harvested by Mann Packing. The initial
review of maps showed a dairy adjacent to the field of interest. It turns out that the dairy at this site has
not been operational for approximately 10 years. Farm management stated that a few cows may be kept
on the property but they could not be seen during the investigation. The celery harvesting area was a
significant distance from the dairy and was separated by a large barn, road, an alfalfa field, and a
drainage ditch. The team did not see any chance of cross-contamination or find anything significant in
and around the field. Five environmental samples were collected (water and soil) from areas adjacent to
the field of interest. The investigation at the cooler was insignificant in relation to the E. coli issue. The
cooling location has had a Listeria spp. finding in a drain in the past. Additional sampling was conducted
by FDA today for LM [Listeria monocytogenes] analysis.

Narrative Update — 8/19/14 — A. Sorenson
Email update from CDPH:
During the investigation FDA collected water samples from the cooling unit (treated municipal water)

which tested negative for E. coli O157:H7. Additional environmental swabs were collected at the cooling
unit and tested for LM — also tested negative.

Narrative Update — 8/22/14 — A. Sorenson

All samples collected from the CA on-farm investigation (soil and water) were “not found” for E. coli.

Next Steps in Investigation

Investigation is closed.
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Patti Waller

m—— =]
From: Needham, Michael (CDPH-DFDRS FDB) <Michael.Needham@cdph.ca.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 08, 2014 8:36 AM
To: Sorenson, Alida (MDA)
Cc: Rigdon, Carrie (MDA)
Subject: FW: E. coli 0157:H7 outbreak - 1407MNEXH-1 - MN - celery
Hello Alida,

We have been able to confirm the location of Martignoni 5C. This ranch is located north of Gonzales, CA in the Salinas
Valley. The implicated field is adjacent to a dairy operation. We are still working with the grower to determine exactly
what portion of the ranch had celery on it. The attachment above was provided by the grower and includes a few
details regarding the harvest dates, etc. We are planning a field investigation next week to evaluate chances for cross-
contamination at this location. The map below shows the field outlined with yellow flags and the adjacent dairy. 1 will
have some additional updates for you next week. Thanks, Mike

Michael D. Needham MPH

Chief, Emergency Response Unit
California Department of Public Health
Food and Drug Branch

916-650-6705

916-440-5451 - fax

michael.needham@cdph.ca.gov
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Jul. 25 2014 11:14AM U of M Cloquet Forestry Center
Upper Lakes Foods, lnc.

Your Full-Line, Full-Service Food Distributor

201 Inductrly Avenue
Clogquet, MN 55720

1-800-879-1265
1-218-879-1940

Toll Free:
Fax:

JIM N JO’S KATERING
175 UNIVERSITY RD
CLOQUET, MN 55720

JIM N J0'S KATERING
175 UNIVERSITY RD
CLOQUET, MN 55720

We appreclate our business!
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ul. 25, 2014 11:158M U of M Cloquet Forestry Center No,?95 P. 2

IAP‘Per Lakes Foods, (ne. 801 indlustry Avenue Toll free:  1-800-879-1265
ewred 2 Yo Full-Line, Full-Service Foed Dlstributor Cloquet, MN 55720 SIS ISSISS D
JIM N 10'S KATERING JIM N 30'S KATERING
178 UNIVERSITY RD 175 UNIVERSITY RD
CLOQUET, MN 55720 CLOQUET, MN 55720

We appreciate your busliness!
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wWe appreciate your business!
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