
hour period) after eating food from the restaurant. Stool specimen collect kits were sent to cases and 
ill employees. 

Nine patrons were interviewed, and six (67%) met the case definition. One patron reported an illness 
that did not meet the case definition and was excluded from further analysis. Illness was identified 
among the complaint group (four cases) and patrons identified through credit card receipts (two 
cases). The median incubation period for cases was 35 hours (range, 18 to 61 hours). All six cases 
reported vomiting, four (67%) reported diarrhea, three (50%) reported cramps, and none reported 
fever or bloody stools. The median duration of illness was 27.5 hours (range, 7 hours to 87 hours). One 
ill patron submitted a stool specimens to the MDH PHL, and the specimen was positive for norovirus 
GI.P2-GI.2. 

Cases reported consuming a variety of foods including burgers, chicken strips, Philly cheesesteak 
sandwich, shrimp, and side salad. The small number of non-ill controls precluded a meaningful 
statistical analysis. 

MDH EH sanitarians interviewed 26 restaurant employees, and 3 reported recent gastrointestinal 
illness. A cook developed diarrhea on May 15 and recovered on May 18. A line cook developed 
vomiting and fever on May 24 and recovered on May 24. A server developed vomiting, diarrhea, and 
fever on May 27 and recovered on May 29. The sanitarians discussed the importance of handwashing 
and appropriate glove use for the prevention of norovirus transmission, ordered the restaurant to 
sanitize all food contact surfaces, instructed management to screen employees for vomiting and 
diarrhea at the beginning of each shift, and excluded all employees with vomiting and/or diarrhea from 
work until 72 hours after the resolution of symptoms. 

This was a foodborne outbreak of norovirus gastroenteritis associated with a restaurant in Elbow Lake. 
A vehicle was not identified. The source of contamination was likely an infected food worker. 

(18) 

Salmonella Newport Infections Probably Associated with Watermelon 

June Multiple counties/Multiple states 

On July 6, 2017, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Public Health Laboratory (PHL) identified 
a cluster of two Salmonella Newport isolates with indistinguishable pulsed-field gel electrophoresis 
(PFGE) patterns (Minnesota designation NEW360; national designation JJPX01.0381). They also 
determined that the two Minnesota isolates were indistinguishable from clinical isolates from 
Michigan and additional states. A multi-state investigation was initiated.  

A case was defined as a person from whom S. Newport with the outbreak PFGE pattern was isolated, 
and who had illness onset since May 22, 2017. The Minnesota case was interviewed with a broad-
based exposure questionnaire. The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) and the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) conducted a traceback 
investigation. 

Overall, 20 cases from 9 states were identified in this outbreak including GA [2], IN [2], MA, MI [8], MN 
[2], MO [2], NJ, OH, and VA. The two Minnesota cases were 9 and 7 years of age, and were both male. 

-30-

pwaller
Text Box

pwaller
Text Box



Their illness onsets were June 19 and June 23. Both cases reported diarrhea, bloody stools, and fever. 
One case reported cramps and vomiting. One case was hospitalized for 3 days. 

Upon initial interview, the mother of the first Minnesota case reported that he consumed watermelon 
at a wedding that he attended on June 17 at a community center in Bloomington. However, when she 
was re-interviewed she was unable to identify the caterer for the wedding or the exact location of the 
community center and declined to provide contact information for the bride and groom. Upon initial 
interview, the mother of the second case reported that he may have eaten watermelon during the 
week prior to illness. However, during the initial interview and re-interview she was not able to identify 
from which grocery store it could have been purchased. 

Nationally, 14 of 20 (70%) cases reported consuming watermelon. The FDA and MDARD conducted a 
traceback of watermelons consumed by Michigan cases and cases in several other states, but a 
common distributor or grower was not identified. National investigations concluded that watermelons 
were the suspected vehicle but this was not confirmed. 

This was a multi-state outbreak of S. Newport infections that was probably associated with consuming 
watermelon. However, a common source of the watermelons was not identified. Two cases of S. 
Newport infection related to this outbreak were identified in Minnesota.  

(19) 

Multiple Serotype Salmonella Infections Associated with Maradol Papayas 

June-July Multiple counties/Multiple states 

On June 22, 2017, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Public Health Laboratory (PHL) 
determined that a Salmonella Kiambu clinical isolate submitted though routine surveillance had a 
pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE) pattern (MDH pattern designation, KMB5, PulseNet pattern 
designation, TENX01.0003) that was indistinguishable from 22 recent clinical isolates from 9 states. A 
multi-state investigation had been initiated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on 
June 20. Additional serotypes of Salmonella were added to the investigation during the course of the 
investigation. 

A case was defined as a person from whom S. Kiambu, S. Thompson, S. Agona, S. Gaminara, or S. 
Senftenberg with the outbreak PFGE patterns (TENX01.0003, JP6X01.0757 and JP6X01.0838, 
JABX01.0258, TDJX01.0463, or JMPX01.0157, respectively) and closely related by whole genome 
sequencing (WGS), if performed, was isolated, and who had illness onset since May 17, 2017. The 
Minnesota cases were interviewed using a focused questionnaire along with a broad-based exposure 
questionnaire. 

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA), along with federal and external state partners, 
conducted tracebacks on papayas and mangos. Both the United State Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) and state regulatory agencies conducted product testing on suspected papayas. 

In total, 220 cases from 23 states were identified in this outbreak. This included 4 in Minnesota (CA [2], 
CT [6], DE [4], FL, GA, IA [2], IL [6], KY [4], MA [11], MD [11], MI, NC [7], NJ [41], NY [71], OH [2], OK [7], 
PA [8], SC, TN [2], TX [9], VA [18], and WI). Nationally, onset dates ranged from May 17 through 
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