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ACCOMAC, Va. - The Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services (DCLS) in Richmond, Va., says 
it has found the source of the salmonella poisoning at the Chincoteague Chili Chowder Cook Off 
back in September. 

The lab identified salmonella javiana in a sample of Crab Shack Clam Chowder obtained from an 
attendee. 

Accomack County Health Department and the Foodborne Disease Epidemiology Team from the 
Virginia Department of Health continue to investigate event attendees who reported gastro-intestinal 
illness. Approximately 500 survey responses, from both ill and non-ill attendees, were recorded in 18 
days. 

Accomack County health officials say they are addressing issues that may have contributed to the 
outbreak by engaging event sponsors and vendors. 

A final epidemiologic field report will be drafted within 30 days. Health officials will continue to 
assemble reports from Virginia and as many as nine other states where event attendees came from. 
However, the online attendee survey tool has been closed. 

The Accomack County Health Department has received 180 reports of illnesses to date. 
Approximately half of those reported sought medical care, with 20 percent (36) receiving emergency 
room care and 10% (18) were hospitalized for one or more nights.  

 

Source:  http://www.wboc.com/story/36672706/salmonella-found-in-chincoteague-chili-chowder-
cook-off-attendee 
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